
In this project, the choice was made to use a lo t of natural stone for the steps, walls,

and pat io.

Ini t ially, a concrete wall was planned behind the steps, but there wasn’t enough space

for the formwork. A different solu t ion had to be found, and af ter some considerat ion,

cor ten steel was chosen. It takes up very li t t le space, is durable, and looks aesthet ically

pleasing and modern. Cor ten steel pairs beaut ifully with natural stone and the green

plants that will eventually be added. Over t ime, the cor ten will develop more rust

compared to now when i t’s st ill new.

In the corner, a concrete wall was ini t ially planned to border the slate, but again, cor ten

steel was used instead to create a much slimmer and aesthet ically pleasing edge.

Instead of a 20 cm edge, they achieved a 4 mm edge. The cor ten edge is used to elevate

the steep ter rain, creat ing a f rame for a new slate pat io. Addit ionally, the steel is used

to f rame flower beds. The slate pat io will be cut in to a clean curve, with lawn added

around i t.

When Elise and her colleagues lay flagstone, they t ry to avoid sharp angles and

cont inuous join ts. They also t ry to avoid in tersect ions between stones being too close

together, ensuring that a maximum of three join ts meet at any one poin t. For join t ing,

they use a var iety of products, most commonly hard mor tar, sand, or sedum. The lat ter

is a plant f rom the stonecrop family, which sof tens the appearance by adding color ful

plants between the slate slabs.

Check out this video for the four unwri t ten rules to achieve the best resul ts when fi t t ing

flagstone, and for five different join t types for flagstone laid in gravel.
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SLATE USED IN THIS PROJECT:

Light Oppdal crazy paving,

medium-sized 

Light Oppdal massive natural steps


